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(“Calculating and Mitigating Our Streaming Carbon Footprint” in
“Streaming Media’s Environmental Impact”)

“Calculating and Mitigating Our Streaming Carbon Footprint” by Laura
U. Marks is one of a group of five articles that arose from a Society for
Cinema and Media Studies panel designed to draw attention to an unpopular
but inescapable issue: the adverse environmental effects of streaming media.
The cluster of essays, authored by Joseph Clarke, Jason Livingston, Denise
Oleksijczuk, and Lucas Hilderbrand, along with Laura U. Marks, was
published in 2020 as the group article “Streaming Media’s Environmental
Impact” in the States of Media+Environment special issue of this journal.

In her original introduction to the cluster, Marks indicates that some sources
estimate the carbon footprint of streaming media to be 1 percent of global
greenhouse gas emissions. It seems that percentage is growing. Yet, as Marks
also notes, “the notion abides that digital media are immaterial.” In her essay,
Laura U. Marks discusses the research challenges involved in calculating the
carbon footprint of streaming media and suggests actions consumers and
media makers can take to mitigate this environmental threat.

We are pleased now to present the Chinese translation of Marks’s essay.

—the Editors

This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0
International License (CCBY-4.0). View this license’s legal deed at http://creativecommons.org/licenses/
by/4.0 and legal code at http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode for more information.

a Laura U. Marks' most recent book is Hanan al-Cinema: Affections for the Moving Image (MIT, 2015). She programs
experimental media art for venues around the world and is the founder of the Small File Media Festival and a
founding member of the Substantial Motion Research Network. Marks is Grant Strate Professor in the School for the
Contemporary Arts at Simon Fraser University.
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b Tinghao Zhou is a Ph.D. candidate in the Department of Film and Media
Studies at the University of California, Santa Barbara, USA.
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